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cation, that the following pages aim nei- 
ther at novelty nor elegance. The writer of 
them has endeavoured to convey his ſenti- 
ments in the plaineſt: manner of which the 
ſabje& is ſuſceptible, and our language will 


admit. He flatters himſelf, that there is no 


claſs of people to which they will not be 
intelligible. If it ſhould be aſked, why, when 


fo many tracts of the ſame nature alteady 
exiſt, he ſhould think it neceſſary to add 
to them; he replies, —firſt, that it is but too 
_ apparent. that, however much may have been 


done, by the labours of his predeceſſors, 


much remains ſtill undone, fince there are 
multitudes of perſons, every where to be met 


with, even. far advanced in years, who, in 
their moral conduct, are by no means flagi- 


tious, and who would be ſhocked at the im- 


putation of impety, who have hitherto lived, 


and are ſtill continuing to live in the total 
neglect of a plain and expreſs command of 
their 


. 


CI 
their Maſter and Savioar, and-this without 
any viſible diſſatisfaction with themſelves on 
accoum of their diſobedience, of, any appre- 
henſi6hs of the conſequence: he = replies ſe- 
condly, that new books will ſometimes be. 
read, merely becauſe” they are new; while, 
for the oppoſite reaſon, old books, however 
ſuperior” in merit, are neglected:? he! replies, 
laſtly (and on this anſwer he: chiefly- reſts), 
that he has never yet ſeen a tract on the Lord's 
ſupper, which comes up to his idea of plain- 
neſs. To write ſo as to be thoroughly under- 


ſtood by the common people, may perhaps 


require a mediocrity of talents, above or be- 
low which the generality of thoſe: who give 
themſelves to the public, poſſeſs. It is pro- 
bable that many of them ſet out at he has 
done, with a full purpoſe to make themſelves 
intelligible to the loweſt capacities, but, he 
thinks, that, in the ardour of compoſition, 

their ideas have run away with them, and 
- that they, in conſequence, have failed. Whe- 

ther the ſame may not be objected to himſelf, 
muſt be left to his readers to determine. 
With reſpect to the Appendix, the writer is 

aware that, beſides thoſe who may diſapprove 

of it altogether, there are others who may 
think it improperly joĩned to a Treatiſe de- 


| _ for the people at large. He . 
7 ut 


. 
but differ with them, for reaſons which he 
haas given in the Appendix itſelf: however, as 


quence, if there are any who ſhall ſo far ap- 
prove it, as to wiſh to diſtribute it among 


their indigent neighbours, and ſhall be de- 


ſirous of having it without the Appendix, 
he has directed his bookſeller to print a cer- 
tain number of copies of the Treatiſe ſepa- 


eaſier rate. 


the Treatiſe is of infinitely the moſt conſe- 


rately, which, by thoſe who buy for the 
above benevolent _ may be had at an 
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66 1. 1 5 
Of the Firſt Appointment of the Sacrament. 


T 


Chriſt is the only begotten Son of the moſt 


high God, who about eighteen hundred years 
ago, when mankind, from the tranſgreſſion 


of their firſt parent, and from their own ini- 


- quities, 


HE firſt queſtion which a perſon entirely 
uninformed about the matter would put 
to me, when I called on him to receive the 
Sacrament, would be this, Who appointed 
it? To which the Scriptures ſupply a ready 

_ anſwer, It was Jeſus Chriſt. He would then 
(ſuppoſing bim till uninformed) immediately 

inquire, Who is Jeſus Chriſt, and why am 1 

under an obligation to comply with his ap- 

| pointment? To this I ſhould return, Jeſus | 


(2) 
quities, were in a fallen condition, objects of 
God's diſpleaſure, and entirely ignorant what 
they were to do to avoid it, came down from 
heaven to live amongſt us, like us in every 
thing, fin alone excepted. The grand pur- 
poſes of his coming were two; firſt, to teach 
us, both by precept and example, how we 
ought to ſerve God, and behave towards each 
other ; ſecondly, to ſhed his blood for the re- 
miſſion of ſms , and to become the author of 
eternal 3 unto all them that obey bim +. 
The condition, you mult obſerve, of our ob- 
taining through him this eternal ſalvation is, 
obedience to his laws; if this be wanting, as 


far as concerns us, he will have ſuffered in 


vain. The whole life of Jeſus was ſpent in 
doing good; he was ever engaged either in 


inſtructing the minds, or healing the bodies 


of men. This latter he uſed to perform in a 


miraculous manner, making the blind to ſee, 
the deaf to hear, the lame to walk; ſome- 
times with a touch, ſometimes with a word, 


ſometimes without even ſeeing the object 


whom he relieved. We have likewiſe three 
inſtances recorded, of his raifing the dead. 
His life and converſation were particularly 
diſagreeable, on various accounts, to the per 


ſons in power in the country in which he 
| * Matt, xxvi. 8. + Heb. v. 9. 


lived; 


171 


lived; mer all along hated him, and accord- 


ingly laid many plans to inſnare and deſtroy 
| him. Theſe were for ſome time defeated, 


partly by his irreproachable manners, and 
partly by the favour in which he ſtood with 
the people in general ; but at laſt, when the 
time was arrived originally intended for his 


death, he voluntarily ſuffered his enemies to 
prevail; he allowed the plot of one of his 
_ followers againſt him to take effect; he ſub- 


mitted to every kind of indignity and inſult; 


and laſtly, he graciouſly condeſcended to un- 
dergo a moſt painful and ſhameful death on 
the croſs. It was on the very night on 
which he was delivered up to his adverſaries, 
and a very ſhort time before his ſubmitting 
to theſe ſufferings and this death, that he ap- 
pointed to be perpetually obſerved, the cere- 
mony which we are now conſidering. His 
firſt inſtitution or appointment of it, is told 
nearly in the ſame words, by * three of the 


St. John, the other perſon who has left us an account 
of our Saviour's life, has made no mention of the ap- 
\ pointment of the Lord's ſupper: this however is no ar- 


| gument againſt its importance, ſince it is generally agreed, 
that he wrote to ſupply what the other three had omitted; 


and we accordingly find, that he touches but ſlightly, and 


even totally omits many other very maternal circum- 
| Rances which they have related. 15 
; B 2 four 


and 


(4) 


four perſons who have left us accounts of his 


life, St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke : 
I will put down what they have faid concern- 


ing it in ſeparate columns, that the reader 


may have the whole before him at once. 


St. Marr. ch. xxvi.| St, Manx, ch. xiv. } St. Locz, ch. xxii. 


| 26 And, as they were] 22 And, as they did 19 And hetook bread, 
eating, Jeſus took eat, Jeſus took bread, and gave thanks, and 
bread and bleſſed it, and bleſſed, and brake brake #, and gave un- 
and brake it, and gave it, and 2 to them, to them, ſaying, This 
x to the diſciples, and | and ſaid, 
faid, Take, eat; this |this is my . given for you : this 
is my body. 23 And he took the do in remembrance of 
27 And he took the cup; and, when he{me. = 
cup, and gave thanks, bad given thanks, he | 20 Likewiſe alſo the 
gave it to them, [gave it to z and | cup after ſupper, fa 
ſaying, Drink ye all they all dyaok of it. ing, This cup is 
of it: | 24 And he ſaid un- | new teſtament in my 
238 For this is my 


—_— — 


tament, which is ſhed |tament, which is ſhed | 
for many for the re- [for max. 
miſſion of ins. 8 


| 0 theſe I ſhall ſubjoin what St. Paul ſays 


on the fame ſubject, 1 Cor. xi. 23. For 
] have received of the Lord, that which 
* alſo I delivered unto you, that the Lord 


« Jeſus, the ſame night in which he was be- 
* trayed, took bread ;—24 And when he had 
* given thanks, he brake it, and faid, Take, 


« eat, this is my body which is broken for 
« you; this do in remembrance of me.—25 


«©, After the ſame manner alſo he took the cup, 
* when he had ſupped, ſaying, This cup is 


the new teſtament in my blood: this do, 
| 4e 2g 


Take, eat; is my body, which is 
body 


to them, This is my {| blood, which is ſhed 
blood of the new teſ- blood of the new tei - for you. | 5 


* tion, or memorial of my blood, through 


* the ſhedding of which, God has entered 


8-3 


as oſt as ye drink it in remembrance of me. 


«© —26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and 
* drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's 
10 death till he come *.“ 

From the whole of theſe accounts we ga- 
ther, that Jeſus Chriſt, the very night on 
which he was delivered up to his enemies, 


ſupped with his twelve uſual companions; 
that, after the meal was ended, he took a loaf, 


and having given thanks to God over it, he 


broke it to pieces, and gave it amongſt them, 


uſing words to this effect, Take and eat 


* this bread, which is a fign, token, repre- 
mm " or memorial f of my body, which 


is going to be pierced or broken for you.” 


as that after this, he took a cup of wine, 


and having given thanks over that alſo, he 
delivered it to them, ſaying, ** Drink ye all 


* of this, for this is a ſign, token, repreſenta- 


* Into a new covenant with man, by which, 


'© fe is wot of eee whether we conſider the 
words contained in this laft verſe, as ſpoken by our Sa- 


viour, or by St. Paul. 


+ This was clearly his meaning, and he took for 


granted that they would underſtand it. They could not, 
they did not ſuppoſe that the bread was in reality his body, 
but 6 it, that it ſtood for it. 


46 on 
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665 
< on certain conditions, man obtains forgive- 
«© neſs of his ſins: this ceremony you, and all 
my followers to the end of the world, are to 
% perform in remembrance of me; for as 

„ often as ye do it, ye do ſhew forth, as it 
were act over, the circumſtances of my 


«> 31 This I take to have been Chriſt's 
real and full — 


„ en 


On the di erent Names by which the above Ce- 


 remony is called. 


IRST, it is s called the Lord's Sorrum. : 
The reaſon of this is ſufficiently clear: it 
was at the laſt. ſupper, of which our Lord 
partook with his diſciples, that he laid his 
commands on them to perform this action i in 
remembrance of him. 
Secondly, it is called Tus SACRAMENT. 


Our church acknowledges another ſacrament, 


the ſacrament of baptiſm; but wherever Tur 


SACRAMENT is mentioned, without any ad- 
dition, the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
is intended. The reaſon of this name having 
been given to it ſeems to be this; the oath 
taken by ſoldiers to be faithful to their leader, 


was called by the Latins, Sacramentum (in 
Engliſh 


7 
Engliſh a Sacrament) : now, by partaking of 


Chriſt to be our maſter, and do, as it were, 


enter into a ſolemn engagement to be faithful 
and obedient to him. 


Thirdly, it is called Tye Communion. 


The meaning of the word communion is, a 


partaking of ſomething in common, or to- 


gether. As we Chriſtians partake of the 


Lord's Supper in common, or together, with- 
out diſtinction of ranks, and without any dif- 


ference either of acquaintances or ſtrangers, 
it comes thence to be named The Com- 


munion. 


Fourthly, it is called Tae EvcuarisT. 


This word ſignifies the act of giving thanks. 


| Now we partake of the Lord's Supper in 


_ grateful remembrance of his death; it is our 
moſt ſolemn manner of offering our gratitude” 
to him; and on that account it has obtained 


the name of The Euchariſt. . 
_ I will endeavour to explain here, as 1 may 
not have a more proper opportunity of doing 


it, how the term myſtery, or myſteries, came 


to be applied to the Lord's Supper. Among 
ſome of thoſe nations to whom Chriſtianity 
was firſt publiſhed, there were particular ce- 
temonies in their religions, which were com- 


municated only to ſelect perſons, and from 


taking 


the Lord's Supper, we clearly acknowledge 


* 
— .  m” 


—_——  _— 4 


(8) 
taking any part in which the unlearned and 
the vulgar were excluded. The firſt inſtruc- 
tion in theſe ceremonies was called the Initi- 
ation, and the ceremonies themſelves were 
termed Myſteries. The word Myſtery means 


neither more nor leſs than ſomething hidden | 


or ſecret. Now, in the article of conceal- 


ment, there was a near reſemblance between 


the above-mentioned ceremonies in the Pagan 


Religions, and The Lord's Supper; for not 


only all infidels were carefully excluded from 


this latter, but many believers alſo ; thoſe, 
for inſtance, who, though profeſſing them 
ſelves Chriſtian's, had not yet been baptized ; 
and thoſe who, having committed any groſs 
fin, had not yet received the abſolution of 


the church. The perſecutions, likewiſe, to 


which they were ſubject from the Jews and 


Heathens, made the early Chriſtians ſtudious 
of ſecrecy in their celebration of this rite. 


Now it ſeems to have been owing to this, 


that the name of a myſtery was originally 


given to the Lord's Supper; and though, pro- 
dably, it was at firſt beſtowed invidiouſly by 
the adverſaries of the Chriſtians, in proceſs of 


time it came to be adopted by themſelves: 


(9) 


Expoſtulatory Arguments with thoſe who neglect 


to partake of the Sacrament, from Inattention 


_ or Ialeneſs . 


Do you believe that there e ever was ſuch a 


perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, and that he was 


ſent into the world to inſtruct and to fave 


mankind? If you do ot, why do you call 
yourſelf a Chriſtian ; why were you baptized, 
or, at leaſt, why did you take upon yourſelf, 


$0405 = ene 


at your confirmation, the vows made for you 


by your godfathers and godmothers at your 


' baptiſm ; why do you come to church; why 


do you join with thoſe who call Chriſt their 


maſter, in any one act of religion? But if 
vou do believe that there was ſuch a perſon as 


Jeſus Chriſt, and that he was ſent into the 


world to inſtruct and to fave mankind, I 
have another queſtion to aſk you, Are you 
convinced that the book called the New 
"Teſtament faithfully informs you of what he 


has commanded you to believe, and to prac- 


| tiſe? If you are, you muſt remember, that 
this ſacrament is one of the things which he 
moſt ſolemnly, and, as it were, with his 
dying breath, ordered all his followers to 


celebrate till the end of the world. If then 


=. - vou 


( 

you neglect it, on what pretence do you pre- 
ſume to call yourſelf a Chriſtian? Look into 
the Goſpels, and there you will ſee the firſt 
appointment of the Sacrament deſcribed, by 
three of thoſe four perſons who wrote ac- 
counts of our Saviour's life : one of them, 
St. Matthew, was preſent at the time; and 
the other two were informed of it by ſome 
of thoſe who were likewiſe preſent : St. Mat- 
thew could not be deceived, as he ſaw with 
his own eyes, and heard with his own ears ; 
and St. Mark and St. Luke were not likely 
to be deceived ; nor could any of the three 
have any motive to impoſe upon others. You 
ſee, they have told us that it was Chriſt's po- 
fitive command, that we ſhould partake of 
this Sacrament in remembrance of his ſuffer- 
ings for our ſake. How can you then neglect 
to obey him! It is uſual for men to comply 
with the requeſts which even a common 
friend makes to them on his death-bed, if 
they are not very unreaſonable indeed; how | 
can you then deny this moſt eaſy one to the 
greateſt friend that ever was in the world; to 
one who ſpent his whole life in your ſervice, 
and endured for your ſake the moſt painful 
and ſhameful death; a requeſt which he 
made juſt at the inſtant when he was going 
to give this laſt wonderful proof of his af- 

n fection 


„ 
fection for you. But Chriſt was more than 
your friend, he was your maſter likewiſe, and 
had an undoubted right to lay this or any 
other command upon you; ſo that if you will 
be ſo ungrateful as not to comply with it 
as a requeſt, conſider and obey it as a com- 
mand. Remember, that in neglecting it, you 
will be guilty of rebellion, and expoſed to 

the puniſhment due to that crime. Reflect 
alſo, that, beſides being your friend and your 
maſter, Chriſt is to be your judge; and 
tremble at the thoughts of finding him pre- 
| Judiced againſt you. If you were to be tried 
for your life, and knew who was to try you, 
would you not, if you believed it poflible, 
endeavour to make him friendly to you? 
How much more then ſhould you ſeek to 
make an intereſt in the favour of Chriſt, be- 
fore whoſe judgment ſeat you are to ſtand, 
when you are to be tried for your ſoul! 
Some of you, perhaps, will plead, that you 
do not ſee how fo ſimple an action as eating 
bread and drinking wine, in the manner pre- 
ſcribed, ſhould be of any ſervice to you; but 
let me counſel you to leave the event of it to 
God: that the action is commanded by him, 
ought to be ſufficient to ſecure your obe- 
dience ; objections drawn from our own ig 
norance, are, of all, the moſt unreaſonable. 
= 2 Naaman 


( 12 ) 

Naaman, the Syrian, did not ſee how dip. 
ping ſeven times in the river Jordan, as he 
had been ordered by the Prophet, could cure 
him of his leproſy ; and he, at firſt, with 
much contempt and indignation, refuſed to 
comply ; but he was at laſt perſuaded, and 
experienced the ſalutary effects. If therefore 
you have hitherto imitated Naaman in his in- 
credulity, imitate him henceforth in his faith. 
_ Chriſt appointed himſelf the two facra- 
ments, Baptiſm, and that which goes by his 
name, the Lord's Supper; none, who call 

themſelves Chriſtians, neglect the firſt; why 
then do they neglect the latter? Suppoſe 
that all were to do, as you do, to refuſe com- 
plying with this poſitive command of Chriſt, 
the conſequence muſt be, that the Sacrament 
would be entirely laid aſide; and what marks 
of God's indignation might follow,—it is 
dreadful but to think! Ten righteous per- 
ſons might formerly have ſaved a whole city, 
but they were not found: you remember the 
conſequence; the city was miſerably deſtroyed. 
The number of thoſe, who do not receive the 
Sacrament, is, I fear, greater than that of 
thoſe who do; but yet, thank Heaven ! there 
are multitudes, who both know and perform 
their duty in this reſpe& ; I would have the 
. negligent conſider, whether they do not owe 
| | their 


WI 
their preſervation to the obedient ; for it is 
ſcarcely to be imagined, that God would per- 
mit even the exiſtence of a nation, who called 
themſelves Chriſtians, and who knew what 
they ought to do, and who yet univerſally 
omitted this moſt ſolemn act of their religion. 
There are ſome, I bflieve, of thoſe to 
whom this treatiſe is particularly addreſſed, 
who, though they confeſs that they find in 
their Teſtament this Sacrament ſtrictly en- 
Joined, yet try to perſuade themſelves that the 
injunction does not extend to all men. But 
why do any of you think ſo? Do you find 
any exception? Why no,—you cannot ſay 
that you do; but yet you plead, that fo ſo- 
lemn a ceremony cannot have been meant for 
the labouring part of the world, becauſe their 
employments take up ſo much of their time, 
that they cannot prepare themſelves properly. 
But what! do you imagine that the Chriſtian 
religion was only intended for the uſe of the 
rich? You forget, ſurely, that Jeſus Chriſt, 
when he was on earth, chiefly kept company 
with the poor, and addreſſed himſelf to them; 
and that he declared frequently, that the re- 
| ligion which he preached more particularly 
| belonged to them. Now the moſt ſolemn 
part of this religion is the Sacrament of the 
Lord's _ did Chriſt then mean to ex- 


— 


( 14 ) 

clude the poor from partaking of it? Cer- 
tainly not !—We have great reaſon to believe, 
that the early Chriſtians received the Sacra- 
ment every time they met together, on the 
Lord's day, at public worſhip; moſt of them 
were of the poorer ſort, and of courſe were 
obliged to get their livelihood by the labour 
of their hands; yet they found time to prepare 
themſelves properly for the Sacrament ; why 
therefore cannot the poor of theſe days do the 
fame ?—Religion and worldly buſineſs may 
very well exiſt together. God forbid that it 
ſhould not be fo! for are not by far the larger 
part of mankind forced to maintain them- 
ſelves by worldly buſineſs, of ſome kind or 
other? What a number therefore would be 
doomed to endleſs miſery, in the next world, 
if they could not take care of their ſouls, at 
the ſame time that they are providing for 
their preſent ſubſiſtence! Think not then 
that the Sacrament, or any other part of re- 
ligion, was intended only for thoſe, who have 
nothing elſe to do: it was intended for all; 
and he who for a ſhort time offers his de- 
votions to God, morning and evening, and is 
- habitually grateful and pious towards him, 
| honeſt and benevolent in his intercourſe with 
his brethren, temperate and ſober in his own 
conduc, and diligent at his particular calling, 


may 


( 15s ) 
may fit himſelf to perform any religious duty, 


as well as a man of the greateſt learning, and 
the greateſt leiſure. 


—_— 


SECT. Iv. 


| Confutation of thoſe Fears and Scruples by 
which many are prevented row attending 
the Sacrament. | 


BEFORE I enter on' this part of the ſub- 
je, I ſhall put down that paſſage in St. 
Paul's letter to the Corinthians, which, from 
its being miſunderſtood, has been the cauſe 
of thoſe fears and ſcruples, that I ſhall now 
endeavour to remove. I ſhall put down the 
whole paſſage, including all that goes before 
and follows it, which is any ways connected 
with it; for it is ſo only that we can come at 
the true ſenſe of the Scriptures, or indeed of 
any other book. By ſelecting particular parts, 
without an attention to the context, a book 


may be made to ſay the very reverſe of what 


it does in reality. The words which are in- 
cloſed between brackets, are Dr. Whitby's; 
the reader will find, that they throw light on 
the paſſages to which they are joined. 1 Cor. 
xi. 17. Now in this ( other thing that I 


fam 


60 
(am about to) declare unto you, I praiſe you 
not (viz. ) that you come together (/6 as it,), 
not for the better but for the worſe. 

18 For firſt of all, when you come together 
in the church, I hear that there be diviſions 
among you, and I partly believe it (or 1 be- 
lieve it true of ſome part of you). 

19 For (according to our Lord's ſaying, 
Matth. xvii. 7.) there muſt be alſo hereſies 
(or ſets) among you, that they who are 
approved (of God) may be made manifeſt 


among you. 


20 When you come together therefore 

(thus) to one place, this is not (acting as if 
you came) to eat the Lord's Supper ( the feaſt 

of Chriſtian charity and communion). | 
21 For in (your way ) eating, every one 
taketh before (the) other his own ſupper (nat 
tarrying for or regarding others), and (/o it 
Jalli out, that) one (who had nothing to bring) 
is (till) hungry, and another 0 with bis plenty) 


is drunken. 


22 What, have ye not houſes to cat and to 
drink in, or deſpiſe ye (thoſe poor Chriſtians 
who are members of) the Church of God (as 
well as you ;) and (put to) ſhame them that 
have not (what to eat or drink?) What 
ſhall I ay to you? Shall II praiſe you in doing 
this? I praiſe you not. 


23 (To 


. 
23 (To come together thus, I ſay, is not to 


come as they ought to do, who aſſemble to eat 


the Lord's Supper ;) for I have received of 
the Lord, that which alſo I delivered to you, 


that the Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in which 


he was betrayed, took bread; 


24 And when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and ſaid (to them all), Take, eat, 


this is my body which is broken for you, this 


do in remembrance of me ( giving my body to 


| be broken for you all). 

25 Aﬀeer the ſame manner he wah the cup, 

When he had ſupped, faying, This cup (that 
is, the wine contained in it) is the (memorial 


of the) New Teſtament (or covenant ratified) 
in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink 
it, in e of me, (confirming this 5 


covenant with my blood). 


26 For as often as ye eat this nd and 


drink this cup, ye do ſhew (by this memorial 


of it) the Lord's death till he come (70 


Judgment.) 
1 5 e mall eat this 
bread, and drink this cup of the Lord un- 
worthily (as they muſt do who by this practice 


thwart the great deſign of this inſiitution, which 


as to ſhew his equal love to all, to whom be 
equally gave theſe elements, and to oblige us to 


live i in a continual remembrance of it), ſhall be 
D 2 
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gu ay of (violating the Sacrament of ) the body 
and blood of the Lord. i 

28 But let a man examine pimſelf, and ſo 
let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 
2209 For he that eateth and drinketh unwor- 
thily (as they who make theſe diviſions and dif- 
tinctians, and commit theſe diſorders, when they 
come together ta eat the Lord's Supper, do,) 
eateth and drinketh damnation ( judgment) to 
himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's body. 
30 For this cauſe (he not diſcerning the 
Lord's body), many are weak andfickly among 
you, and many ſleep. 
31 For if we would (bus) judge (and diſ- 
cern) ourſelves, we ſhould not be Judged (or 
thus (puniſhed by God.) 
zz But when (negledting this) we are 
judged, we are chaſtened of the Lord, that 
we ſhould not be condemned with the world, 


(ut awakened by thoſe chaſtiſements to reform 
thoſe evil practices, which render us obnoxious Eo 
to condemnation. 


= Wherefore, my Brethren, (that this mil. 

carriage may be rectiſed) when ye come to- 
gether to eat (ch Lord's Capper), tarry one 
for another. 
4 And if any man hunger, let him eat at 
home, that you come not together to con- 

d tion. 


The 


( 19 ) 

The Corinthians were a people of Greece, 
many of whom had been converted to Chriſti- 
anity. It was a cuſtom with theſe to meet 
together frequently to ſup; the ſupper was 
furniſhed by the wealthier part of the aſ- 
fembly, who each of them brought with 
him ſomething towards it; and then, the 
whole being thrown into a common ſtock, 
rich and poor partook of it together. This, 
IT fay, was the original deſign and practice; 
and theſe meetings were called Love-feaſts. 
They were copied from meetings to which 
the Corinthians had been uſed, before their 
converſion ; where the ſupper was furniſhed, 
in 2 ſimilar manner, by the contribution of 
the different gueſts; though, probably, among 

the unconverted, the various ranks did not 
meet ſo indiſcriminately, as among the Chriſti- 

ans. Now it appears to me, that the Co- 
rinthian Chriſtians imagined, that the Lord's 
Supper was of the ſame nature as their club- 


_ - ſuppers, or love- feaſts , though they behaved 


at it in a manner which would have been 


* It may, perhaps, admit of a doubt, whether the 
louve- feaſts were of ſo early a date as this epiſtle of St. 
Paul's to the Corinthians; if they were not, their fault 
feems to have been, making no diſtinction between the 
Lord's Supper, and thoſe club-ſuppers tv which they had 
been accuſtomed in their Heathen ſtate. 
8 D2-- very 
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very improper even at them; for they not 
only began without waiting for each other, 


but they who were richer, and able to bring 
with them a greater quantity of proviſions, 
eat and drank to exceſs, while the poorer 
part of the company were unable to get ſuf- 


ficient to ſatisfy the calls of hunger. This 


improper and indecent manner of performing 
ſo ſacred a ceremony, the Apoſtle tells them, 
is very er v2. the 20th verſe he de- 

ſcribes 


. + Tin ho aac St. 


Paul means to reprove the Corinthians, for thinking that 
the Sacrament was. of the fame nature with the Paſcal 
feaſt, at which it was the cuſtom for the Jews to drink 
freely: there have been others who have imagined, 'that 
the abuſes of which he complains, were not committed 
at the Sacrament, but at the Love-feaſt, which, they 


ſay, immediately preceded it. I cannot but think that they 


are both miſtaken, As to the firſt opinion, it is hardly 
cCiredible (as Whitby obſerves) that the Corinthians ſhould 

miſtake the Lord's Supper, of which they partook every 
week, fer the Paſcal-feaſt, which was celebrated only 
once a year, As to the ſecond opinion, that ſeems to 
be confuted by this part of St. Paul's reproof, What, 
4 have ye not houſes to eat and to drink in! This, 
_ ſurely, he would not have faid, if he had been ſpeaking 
concerning the Love-feaſts: at thoſe, I preſume, there 
could be nothing wrong in their making a regular meal; 


it was meant that they ſhould do fo. Abuſes which ob- 


tained at the Sacrament itſelf, were, I think, alone in 


the 


4 


4 
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ſeribes what their fault is; In eating, every 


<* one taketh before another his own ſupper, 


« and one is hungry, and another is drunken. 


- What (he goes on to ſay in the 21ſt verſe), 


c have ye not houſes to eat and to drink in, or 


* deſpiſe ye the church of God, and ſhame 
them which have not? hat is, if you 
want to eat and drink, to ſatisfy the calls of 


hunger, why do not you do it- at home? 


Why do you treat with contempt your fellow 
Chriſtians, and inſult them by the ſhew of 


an abundance which you do not permit them 


to ſhare? The words, Church of God,” 
mean here, not the place, but the people 
who were aſſembled together to ſerve God; 
and the words, them which have not,” 
mean the perſons who have not proviſions 


with them. St. Paul, having told them their 


fault, proceeds to lay before them the firſt 
appointment or inſtitution of the Sacrament, 
that they may ſee, that it was of a diffrent 


nature from a common meal. This he does 


| the Apoſtle's mind; the Corinthians behaved at it juſt as 
they did at a common meal, juſt as they did at their 
| Love-feaſts, but, indeed, as it would have been highly 
| ſcandalous to have done even at then. Their intempe- 


perance and diſregard to their poor brethren would have 


been extremely blameable on any occaſion; how much 
more then, when the ceremony was of ſo ſacred a nature! 


In 


© +, „ Yo —_— —— 
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in the 23d, 24th, and 25th verſes, which 1 
need not repeat: and in the 26th he tells 
them the reaſon and end of the inſtitution; 
As often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
* this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death till 
he come; that is, ye do perform a ſo- 
lemn and important action, repreſenting your 
Redeemer's death, in its moſt affecting cir- 
cumſtances; which Chriſtians of all ages 
muſt continue to do, till Chriſt's ſecond com- 
ing to cloſe the preſent ſcene. Wherefore 
(he proceeds) that is, ſince the intent of the 
appointment of this ceremony, is of ſo ſacred 
a nature, whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, 
% and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, 
„ ſhall be guilty of the body and blood of 


the Lord; the meaning of which is, wo- 
ſoever ſhall perform this action in an irreve- 


rend manner, without a due regard to the 
deſign of it; whoſoever ſhall make no dif- 
ference between the Sacrament and a com 
mon meal, will be guilty of treating the death 
of Chriſt with diſreſpe& and contempt. ** But 

let a man examine himſelf, and fo let him 

© eat of that bread and drink of that cup; 
© for he that cateth and drinketh unworthily, 
* eateth and drinketh damnation (judgment it 
_ © ſhould be) to himſelf.” Let a man exa- 
mine whether he underſtands the nature and 


deſign 0 
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deſign of the ceremony which he is going 


to perform; let him fix the meaning of it 
ſtrongly in his mind, by frequent conſider- 
ation; let him remember what infinite ob- 
ligations he owes to Chriſt, for having done 
and ſuffered fo. much for him; and after 
this, or in this frame of mind, let him come 
to the Lord's table: for if he eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, like the Corinthians, 
who made no difference between the Lord's 
Supper and a common meal (for this is clearly 
what St. Paul means, as the whole paſſage 
ſhews, and particularly the words at the end 
of this very verſe, ** not diſcerning the Lord's 
body, that is, not making a diſtinction 
in favour of the bread and wine eaten and 
drank on this occaſion), he, by ſo doing, be- 
comes expoſed to be judged, and, if he does 
not repent, puniſhed by God. Damnation 
here is unqueſtionably a wrong tranſlation ; 
it ſhould be condemnation, or judgment; and 
it certainly does not relate to the next world, 
as is evident from the following verſe; For 
* this cauſe, many among you are fick and 
„ weakly, and many ſleep; many among 
you have been viſited with diſeaſes, in order 
to call you to a ſenſe of your guilt; and 
others, who, in ſpite of all warning, have 
remained impenitent, have died. Theſe ex- 
| preſſions 


( 44 ) 

preſſions then clearly only relate to puniſh- 
ments in this life. The next verſe but one 
(the 32d) furniſhes us with ſtill further proof 
of the propriety of this interpretation; in it St. 
Paul aſſerts, that thoſe who were judged,” 


were *©* chaſtened ” by the Lord (in order 
clearly to their amendment), that they might 
not be finally condemned with the impenitent 
world. Now the word judged might juſt as 
well have been tranſlated damned here, as 


damnation is put inſtead of judgment in the 


29th verſe : ſubſtitute damned then for judged, 
and you will ſee that it makes the verſe di- 


realy contradict itſelf; it muſt therefore be 


wrong; whence you may ſafely draw the 
concluſion, that it ought to be judgement 


inſtead of damnation above. In a manner 


' fimilar to this have almoſt all the learned 

men, who have written on this ſubject, ex- 
_ plained theſe paſſages. You ſee then that the 
threats againſt thoſe who receive unworthily, 
are not ſo great as you may have imagined ; 


not but what they are guilty of fin, but their 
' fin is by no means unpardonable ; if they re- 
pent, and endeavour to do better in future, 


that, as well 2s any other, will be forgiven 


them. The fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


which has no likeneſs to this, is the only one : 


pronounced by the Scriptures to be unpardon- 
+ — ̃ 8 
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able. You ſee likewiſe, that the particular 
fin of which the Corinthians were guilty is, 
making no difference between the Sacrament 
and a common meal, not permitting their 
poor brethren to ſhare with them, and drink- | 
ing even to drunkenneſs. Now as we par- 
F take of the Lord's Supper in a totally different — 
manner, St. Paul's threats, even if they were | 
as great as ſome ſuppoſe them, do not appear 
to concern us. Upon the whole, if your | 
fears and ſcruples ariſe from this paſſage only, 
you may clearly diſmiſs them, or at leaſt you 
may ſo far moderate them, as not to ſuffer 
them to prevent you from partaking of the : 
moſt ſolemn act of your religion. 
But poſſibly you have other ſcruples, which 
the great ſolemnity of the ceremony ſtrikes 
into you.—When I have occaſionally been 
| preſſing a perſon to come to the Lord's table, 
I have had it ſaid to me, Oh, Sir, a perſon 
< ought to be very good to come to a cere- 
** mony of that kind: to be ſure he ought; 
that is, he ought to be as good as he can; 
and ſo he ought before he comes to church, 
or offers any prayers or praiſes to God of any 
kind; but ſtaying away from the Sacrament, 
and abſtainjng from all kind of devotion, 
will not make him better; on the contrary, 
it will plunge him into a moſt deſperate and 
E irre- 


( 26 ) 
irrecoverable ſtate. If we try to be good, 
God will accept of our imperfe& endeavours, 
though they may fall far ſhort of ſucceſs. It 
is in vain for us to wait till we are perfect: if 
none but thoſe wholly or even nearly faultleſs 
approached God's table, how ſmall would be 
the number of gueſts! Who can waſh his 
hands in innocency, that ſo he may approach 


| God's altar? There is not a man alive, who 


| fins not! Permit me to aſk you, you wha 
fatisfy yourſelf, under your abſence from the 
Sacrament, with the excuſe that you are not 
good enough to partake of it, ſuppoſing that 
you were to die in that ſtate, do you think 
that, if you are not good enough to meet at 
your Redeemer's table here on earth, you 
ſhall be thought good enough to enjoy his 
ſociety in heaven, together with ſaints and 
angels? Confider well of this! I ſhould 
ſuppoſe, that an higher degree of holineſs is 
neceſſary, to ſecure to us an admittance into 
the manſions of the bleſſed, than what might 
entitle us, very ſafely, to celebrate our Lord's 
Supper here on earth. Should you plead, 
that you hope to become better, and that then 
you will joyfully meet your brethren at the 
Lord's table, that is too ſtale a pretence to be 
_ deſerving of a ſerious anſwer. Among all the 
cauſes of perdition to the fouls of men, there 
CY is 
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1s none ſo fruitful as procraſtination. Surely 
you are not ſo abſurd as to think, that you 
avoid the danger to which your fins expoſe 


you, by abſtaining from the Sacrament ; ſurely, 
you do not imagine, becauſe you have heard 


that repentance is neceſſary before you come 
to the Lord's table, that it is not neceſſary, if 


you never come at all :—it is always ſo; and 


by ſtaying away from thence, inſtead of eſcap- 


ing any dangers, you will only add to them 


that of diſobedience to an expreſs command 
of Chriſt. 


I ſhould not omit to mention what is al- 


ſerted of ſome perſons, that they carry their 
terrors concerning this Sacrament ſo far, as 
to ſuppoſe every fin which they commit, after 
receiving it, to be unpardonable. This notion 


is not only not ſupported by the Scriptures, 


but it is, I had almoſt ſaid, directly contra- 
dicted by them. All the Apoſtles were pre- 
ſent at the firſt appointment of this Sacra- 
ment; they partook of it from the hands of 
__ Chriſt himſelf; yet immediately afterwards 
they were all guilty of the fin of forſaking, 


and St. Peter, in particular, of repeatedly de- 


nying him. Does any one entertain a doubt 
of their being forgiven ?—The argument is 


deciſive; let us not then 2 ourſelves 


thus cauſeleſsly, thus in vain, 
E 2 SECT, 
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$ECT. v. 
Of the B enefits to be expected from receiving 


tbe Sacrament. 


N diſcuſſing this part of my ſubject, I ſhah 
touch only on the * natural benefits which 

| reſult from receiving the Sacrament, and ſuch 
as reaſon will tell us we may certainly ex- 
pect: for though I do not abſolutely contra- 
dict thoſe, who inſiſt on the Sacrament con- 
veying to us ſupernatural benefits, yet, as I 
am not convinced that we have any autho- 
_ rity from Scripture, to aſſure us of them, I 
do not chuſe to preſs them. The natural be- 
nefits are of themſelves abundantly ſufficient 
to prevail on a rational perſon to be a frequent 
communicant. The firſt benefit which I ſhall 


By natural benefits, I mean ſuch as we can account 
for, from the nature of the ceremony which we perform: 
by ſupernatural benefits, I mean ſuch as are ſaid to be 
conveyed to us myſteriouſly and miraculouſly; ſome af- 
firming, that, by eating and drinking the conſecrated 
bread and wine, an inſtant change is made both in our 
ſtate and diſpoſition; that, from being objects of God's 
diſpleaſure, we become in a moment objects of his favour; 
and receive ſupplies of his grace in a more abundant de · 
gree, and in an entirely different manner, than what we 
deſerve or acquire by the worthy performance of any 
other religious action. 


mention, 
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mention, is this; by partaking of the Sacra- 
ment, we obey a plain command of Chriſt's, 
which, by not partaking of the Sacrament, 
we ſhould violate; we reap, therefore, the 
advantage of being confidered, in this in- 
Nance, as obedient ſubjects, and eſcape the 
crime and danger of diſobedience. From this 
obedience we might have been ſure that ſome 
benefit to ourſelves would ariſe, even though 
we were unable to give any account of the 
nature of that benefit, and for this reaſon ;—all 
the commands of God are laid on us, not for 
the good of him who laid them, but of us on 
whom they are laid; nothing which we can 
do, can poſſibly be of any uſe to him, con- 
ſequently whatever he exacts of us is for our 
own fakes. But we are not left in the dark 
concerning many of the benefits which ariſe 
from obeying the divine command, with re- 
ſpe& to the Sacrament ; they are ſufficiently 
palpable and obvious. In the Lord's Supper 
we eat bread and drink wine, in remembrance 


of Chriſt's death for our ſake; we cannot 


therefore (at leaſt it is very incredible that 
we ſhould) do this, without having ſtrongly 
preſent to our minds, what great things he 
did and ſuffered for us: at the ſame time, 


then, that we ſhew our gratitude, we are 


taking the moſt likely means to increaſe it. 
Oy ” 
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To meditate upon his goodneſs to us, and par- 
ticularly when we are performing ſo awful a 
ceremony, ſo fit to place it before us in the 
moſt glowing colours, cannot fail deeply to 
impreſs us with the fenſe of it; and the more 
frequently we perform this ceremony, in all 
probability the more deeply. Now this gra- 
titude is of itſelf very acceptable to God; but 
If it be ſincere, it will not ſtop here; its ef- 
fects will extend far beyond the time that we 
are at the Lord's table, and it will manifeſt 
itſelf, not by our lips only, but in our lives 
alſo. We cannot but know, that it is to no 
Purpoſe to be grateful to a benefactor, if we 
live in the conſtant neglect of his wiſhes and 
commands ; we cannot but know, that it is 
to no purpoſe to cry out to our Redeemer, 
Lord, Lord, if we do not the things which 
he ſaid. The ſum of his commands was, 
piety to God, benevolence to men, temper- 
ance, ſobriety, and chaſtity in our own con- 
duct; the more grateful we are to him, the 
more we ſhall feel the neceſſity of paying re- 
ſpect to theſe commands; the Sacrament 

therefore, which creates or increaſes our gra- 
titude, has an evident tendency to make us 
better men, and conſequently to aſſiſt us in 
our attainment of the kingdom of heaven. 


Another 
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Another benefit which we derive from the 
Sacrament is, that it fixes in our minds a deep 
ſenſe of the deteſtable and ruinous nature of 

fin. This it is certainly well calculated to 
do, ſince in it we commemorate the cruel 

death to which Jeſus Chriſt ſubmitted, to 
waſh away and atone for the fins of men ; the 
death of the only begotten Son of God, 
which ſeems to have been abſolutely requi- 
fite, in order to reconcile God to us, even 
though repentant and amending. 

It is almoſt too obvious to mention, that 
God is much more likely to confer bleſſings 
on thoſe who conſcientiouſly obey the com- 
mands of Chriſt, in this particular, than on 
| thoſe who negle& them; and more eſpecially 
that greateſt of all bleſſings, the inward aſ- 
 fiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to preſerve them 
from vice, and to lead them to virtue: but 1 
do not think theſe bleflings confined to a 
worthy receiving of the Sacrament, but vouch- 
ſafed likewiſe, though not perhaps in an equal 
degree, as a reward to the diligent diſcharge 
of all other parts of Chriſtian duty. . 

Some have ſaid, that by receiving the Sa- 
crament worthily, we ſecure to ourſelves par- 


don of all our paſt ſins; but let us remember 


what they mean by the word warthiiy. They 
mean, that before we come to the Sacrament, 
5 — e 


635 

wwe ſhall have ſincerely repented of every thing 
in which we had offended God, and ſhall 
have ſeriouſly reſolved to live religiouſly and 
virtuouſly in future. Now, if we have done 
this, and if we keep ſtedfaſtly our reſolutions, 
1 agree with them, that we ſhall certainly ob- 
tain forgiveneſs; but whether there be any 
peculiar virtue in the Sacrament, which pro- 

eures this forgiveneſs, whether the Sacrament 
de the only, or the chief means of procuring 
it, I am not prepared to ſay. I ſhould rather 
ſuppoſe that we ought to eſteem it as no more 
than one out of many requiſites to this deſire- 


able end. I am very ſure, that receiving the 


Sacrament ever ſo often will not obtain for- 
giveneſs for us, if we neither repent before we 
receive it, nor amend our lives afterwards; on 
the other hand, I will readily grant that a ſin- 
cere penitent does not do all he can, I will 
readily grant that he omits one great eſſential 
of his religion, if he neglect to obey Chriſt's 
command in this particular, whenever he can 
find or make an opportunity. But yet I do 
not think the Sacrament ſo far indiſpenſably 
requiſite to his pardon, that if he ſhall have 
ſincerely repented of his fins, and ſhall have 
given proof of the ſincerity of his repentance, 
by the reformation of his life, but ſhall be 
hurried to the grave before he has had it in 
his 


( 33 ) 
his power to approach the Lord's table, I do 
not think the Sacrament ſo far indiſpenſably 
requiſite to his pardon, that on account of 
this involuntary omiſſion, he ſhould be de- 
prived of everlaſting happineſs. On the whole, 
I eſteem it an unneceſſary queſtion to aſk, and 
a queſtion which it is impoſſible to deter- 
mine, whether or not it be the Sacrament 
which procures for us the forgiveneſs of our 
fins; fince they who moſt ſtrenuouſly aſſert 
it, muſt confeſs that the Sacrament will not 
do alone, but that repentance of fin, and 
amendment of life muſt be joined to it; while 
they, on the other hand, who place their 
hopes of pardon chiefly on this repentance and 
amendment, will yet allow, that it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to add to theſe, when praQti- 
cable, the grateful commemoration of our Re- 
deemer's death, according to the ceremony 
which he has preſcribed. 
To ſum up the whole of what has been 
faid above in a few words, all the advantages, 
which I can take upon me to affirm with any 
degree of certainty, that you will receive from 
the Sacrament, are theſe; you will be con- 
ſidered by God, in this particular inſtance, as 
_ obedient ſubjects, and you will in a manner 
bind yourſelves, and will therefore have an 
additional motive to be faithful ; you will 
| — ſhew 
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ſhew forth your gratitude to the greateſt of 


all poſſible benefactors, to him who laid down 


his life for your fake; and, by thus doing, 
you will engage him to favour you with till 
further inſtances of his affection for you; you 
will beſides increaſe this gratitude, by thus 
openly and expreſſively exhibiting it, and you 
will be the more ſtrongly incited to produce 
the proper fruits of it, piety, benevolence, 
temperance, ſobriety, and chaſtity. One thing 
more; you will ſee, in a ſtrong light, the ug- 
lineſs and danger of fin, when you perform a 
ceremony repreſenting the cruel ſufferings and 
death of the only begotten Son of God, which 
appear to have been neceflary to reconcile. 
him to thoſe who had been guilty of it. 
Surely all this may well be called, © the 
« ſtrengthening and refreſhing of your ſouls.” 
If there are perſons who inſiſt, that, by eat- 
ing the conſecrated bread and wine, ſome 
myſterious, ſupernatural, and inexplicable fa- 
vours and graces are conveyed to us, I will 
not abſolutely contradict them; I defire to be 
looked on, not as denying this doctrine, but 
as not thinking that I have ſufficient grounds 
to inculcate it. I do not ſee that it is clearly 
revealed, and I am therefore of opinion, that, 


however true it may be, the belief of it can- 


not be important to ſalvation.” 
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SECT. VI. 


On the Preparation neceſſary for Aa of - 
_ the Lord's Supper. 


I MUST obſerve, in the firſt place, thac 
every one who has that knowledge of the 
Sacrament, of its nature, and its end, which 
every Chriſtian ought to have (and which 
all, if they attend to the Scriptures, and to 
what they hear from the pulpit might have), 
and who can charge himſelf with no groſs 
offences, either againſt God or man, every 
one of this deſcription may partake of the 
Lord's Supper, at any time, without any par- 
ticular preparation. What I mean is this, 
that if ſuch a perſon happens, by chance, to 
be at any place where the Sacrament is ad- 
miniſtered, though he did not know of it be- 
forehand, he may fafely partake of it. But 
when any one, who is even the beſt informed, 
and who lives the moſt virtuouſly, has pre- 
vious notice of a Sacrament (which is gene- 
rally the caſe), he will do well, at leaſt for 
the week before, to meditate rinnt on the 
firſt appointment, the nature, and the deſign 
of it, and to offer daily his moſt hearty pray- 
ers to God, that he may receive it thank- 
fully and devoutly. Our preparation then 
5 conſiſts 
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conſiſts of two parts, one pertaining to the 
underſtanding, the other to the heart. As 
to the firſt, the underſtanding, we are to en- 
deavour to impreſs upon it, by frequent read- 
ing and meditation, all the circumſtances re- 


lating to the life, ſufferings, and death of 
Chriſt, and the benefits which ariſe to man- 
kind from them; we are to cauſe it to dwell 
more particularly upon his firſt inſtitution of 
this ceremony ; upon its nature, which is a 
ſolemn commemoration of Chriſt's body 
broken, and his blood ſhed upon the croſs 
for our ſake; and upon its defign, which is 


to keep up a perpetual remembrance of what 


he has done for us, until his coming again at 
the laſt day to judge the world. A right un- 
derſtanding in theſe particulars, is the firſt 
and chief ingredient in our preparation, be- 
cauſe it is that, out of which the other, a 
right diſpoſition of heart, muſt be formed. 


This latter, I think, conſiſts in fervent gra- 


titude for the obligations which we owe to 
him whoſe death we celebrate, and in firm 


faith in the benefits which that death has 


procured for us, in deep ſorrow for all the of- 
| fences which we may have committed againſt 
him, with reſolute purpoſes to be more obe- 
dient to his commands in future; and laſtly, 

in ſincere affection to all our fellow creatures. 


That 
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That a heart thus diſpoſed is requiſite, par- 
ticularly to the worthy partaking of the Sa- 
crament, I confeſs, I know not of any ex- 
preſs authority in the Scriptures, but the nature 
of the thing and common ſenſe proclaim it. 
As to the two firſt mentioned diſpoſitions, 
- gratitude and faith, there can be no queſtion); 
for if we are not thankful for Chriſt's death, 
and if we do not believe that it has been of 
ſervice to us, what do we mean by the cere- 
mony? If we have not theſe, it 1s evident 
that we can mean nothing. In like manner, 
it appears to be very unnatural, and almoſt 
impoſſible, when we are performing an action 


erxpreſſive of our thankfulneſs for the greateſt 


benefit which ever was or can be conferred, 

that we ſhould not feel ſorrow, if we have, 
at any time, acted contrary to our bene- 
factor's injunctions, and have, by ſo doing, 
injured, wounded, and diſpleaſed him, and 
that we ſhould not form reſolutions of being 
more circumſpe& in future. If we do not 
feel any ſentiments of this kind, the fincerity 
of our gratitude and faith may well be queſ— 


tioned. With reſpe& to the laſt-mentioned . 


conſtituent part of a right diſpoſition of heart, 
which I have aſſerted to be a fincere affection 
for our fellow-creatures, recolle& what the 
| Lord's Supper commemorates z—the greateſt _ 
| e * 
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poſſible inſtance of love, a facrifice of life, 
for the ſake of the parties beloved! Is it poſ- 
ſible that we can join properly in this com- 
memoration, without feeling ourſelves in- 
flamed by the example; without calling to 
mind, how often Chriſt himſelf recommended 
it to our imitation ; without recollecting and 
obeying his repeated injunctions, that, as he 

has loved us, ſo ſhould we love one another; 

without ſetting before us the ſcene, which he 
has deſcribed in ſo lively a manner, as taking 
place at the day of judgment, when our 
final allotment will be determined by our 
fertility or barreneſs in theſe fruits, which 

this affection for our fellow creatures pro- 

duces? But here a queſtion will, perhaps, be 
put by ſome; what is a perſon to do, who 
neither poſſeſſes any of theſe requiſites to a 
worthy reception of the Sacrament, nor can 
prevail on himſelf to endeavour to attain 
them? A very needleſs, and, in my opinion, 
impertinent queſtion ! For, in the firſt place, 
I hope that there are few, very few, who, in 
its utmoſt extent, are concerned in the ſo- 
| lution of it; and as to thoſe who are, that is, 
men who neither have, nor intend to acquire, 

_ gratitude, faith, repentance, or charity, what, 
I beg, have they to do either with the Sacra- 
ment, or with any other part of religion? 
; Whether 
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Whether they meet at the Lord's table, ot 
whether they abſtain from it, ſeems to be a 
matter of no moment. But vary the queſtion 
a little, and ſay, what is a perſon to do 
© who feels that he is deficient in theſe 
« Ckriſtian diſpoſitions at preſent, but who 
% humbly hopes that the time will come, 
"© when he ſhall more fully attain them? 
And I have a very different reply to make ;— 
let him do what he can; let him havean 
humble ſenſe of his unworthineſs, but let it 
not keep him from celebrating the death of 
his Redeemer. The ceremony itſelf is one 
among many other means, perhaps it is of 
all others the moſt efficacious, to render him 
more worthy in future, by exciting in him 
ſerious reflection, and turning him to piety 
and victue. It is ſcarcely poſſible, that his 
thoughts ſhould not be of a graver caſt, at 
| leaſt for a ſhort time, both before and after 
his partaking of ſo ſolemn a rite; it is ſcarcely 
poſſible, that his wicked or heedleſs courſe of 
life ſhould not ſuffer a ſmall intermiſſion; 
and though, after a while, he ſhould relapſe 
into his old cuſtoms, yet even theſe flecting 
fits of conſideration or virtue, which, like the 
morning cloud and the early dew, ſo ſoon 
paſs away, are preferable to an uninterrupted 
courſe of vice or thoughtleſſneſs. It may 
8 pleaſe 
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pleaſe God, and if perſiſted in, it is moſt pro- 
bable that it will, that inſenſibly they will 
win upon him; by degrees will grow into 
habit, and conduce to the ſaving of his ſoul 


and body. Let not any one be terrified by 


exhortation in our Communion ſervice : they 
are grounded on thoſe paſſages in St. Paul's 


Epiſtle to the Corinthians, which I have al- 
ready explained, and have no other founda- 

tion than what they derive from them. That 
theſe paſſages are not ſo alarming as ſome 


have imagined, has been already proved. 


| Neither let any one be diſturbed, nor preven- 
ted from approaching the Lord's table, if he 


ſhould not have ſufficient leiſure, or ſufficient 


reſolution, to go through all the preparation 
of prayers and meditations, which is recom- 
mended in many of the books written on this 
ſubject. Some of theſe, however well meant, 


thoſe expreſſions, which he meets with in the 


have, I fear, been productive of unhappy ef- 


fects, filling the minds of many, who attend 


on this ceremony, with diſquiet and alarm, 


and driving not a few altogether away from 


it. With reſpe& to prayers, I am of opi- 


nion that conciſeneſs (to ſpeak in general) 


contributes greatly to attention and fervour, 


while the length, to which they are drawn out 
by ſome writers, 1s apt to bring on languoe 
and 


F. 
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and coldnefs. Now it cannot be doubted but 
that it is the heast, with which we pray, not 
the number of words, that we uſe, of which 
God will take an account. To ſome of the 
meditations alſo, which I have ſeen, I have 
oObjections, both as being too flighty for ra- 
tional, manly devotion, and as bearing too 
openly, on the very face of them, the defign 
of moving the paſſions, than which nothing 
| ſo ſoon defeats its own end. There is 
* ſomething delicate in the nature of the af- 
te fections and paſſions, which are found ready 
* enough to riſe, and exert themſelves in all 
* their ſtrength upon the appearance of their 
* proper objects; they wait for no other ſig- 
* nal, but are each in order in their ſtations, . 
% and prepared to execute the parts allotted 
© them in the economy of nature. But if 
* there is any apprehenſion of defign or art, 
any ſuſpicion, as it were, ſpread among 
e them of an intention to draw them out for 
< other purpoſes than their own, they become 
© reſerved and backward, cold and lifeleſs in 
** their operations; and, in ſhort, diſcover in 
every reſpe& the ſymptoms of an unwill- 
« ing obedience.” The beſt book to read on 
he life, ſufferings, and death of Chriſt is the 


* Ogden. | 
G New 


% 
New Teſtament; every thüng there is ſimple 


and natural; the naked fafts ase related with- 
cout either ornament or anbpbfacation ; indeed 
they diſdain! the one, and are not ſuſceptible 
of the ther; all language beyond mere de- 
, ſcription finks under them; if attentively con- 
ſidered, they will of themſelves ſupply every 
Chriſtian with abundant food for meditation, 
whach, ariſing ſpontaneoufly in his own mind, 
will be more likely to be attended with its 
proper fruits, faith, piety, gratitude, benevo- 
lence, than if it were cxcited: by the reaſon- 
ihgs and ſuggeſtions of others. Not that I 
would dee line all aids, but I would wiſh thoſe 
who, either from their education or courſe of 


5 judgments, tq ſeek the advice of thoſe, whom 


they think better ſkilled than themſelves, in 
the choice of books proper for them to read. 
I I will conclude this chapter with a remark, 
which poſſibly, may be deemed a repetition ; 
but I would with to leave it impreſſed on the 
minds of my readers. It is this; they who 


never partake. of the Sacrament at all, have 


only God's mercy to truſt to for the ſalvation 
of their fouls; why then fhould not they, 
who do partake of -it (though not perhaps in 
ſo worthy a manner as they ought), truſt to 
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the ſame mercy? Surely God is more likely 
to extend his compaſſion to thoſe who have 
been conſcientiouſly defirous of doing their 
duty, in this one great particular, than to 
thoſe who live in conſtant diſobedience to a 

moſt expreſs command of Chriſt. 
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APP EN DI X. 


HAVE obſerved in the fourth ſection, that 
the word damnation, in the 29th verſe of 
the 11th chapter of St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, is a wrong tranſlation ; 
and in this, I believe, that I am ſupported by 
all ſcriptural critics and commentators, with- 
out exception. This being the caſe, is it 
not ſurprifing that the word ſhould be ſuf- 
fered ſo long to keep its place, to the deceiv- 
ing and miſleading of generation after gene- 
ration? Having gotten this opportunity, I 
ſhall take leave to ſpeak my ſentiments ſome- 
what at large, on a ſubject very near my 
heart. If the error above-mentioned were 
the only one in our tranſlation, we ſhould not 
yet, when we confider how very matcri:l an 
error it is, be without cauſe of complaint 


that it is ſuffered to remain fo long uncor- 
rected: but ſorry I am to aſſert, that the 
tranſlation abounds, I will not fay with errots, 
ere , but 


tion in general, which I will readily concede 
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but with paſſages which call for . 
in almoſt every part of it: ſorry I am to aſ- 
ſert, that in not a few places the ſenſe of the 
original is totally miſrepreſented; and that in 
very many, the ſtyle is ungrammatical, con- 
fuſed, unintelligible, and not merely. inele- 
gant (that were a ſmall fault), but poſitively 
vulgar. It muſt not be expected that I bring 
forward, on this occaſion, inſtances to prove 
the juſtice of theſe charges; nothing could 
be eafier, but it would take up more room 
than my plan in this little eſſay will admit; 
there is indeed no neceflity for it, for I will 
be bold to ſay, that no liberal ſcholar will be 
hardy enough to contradict me. Some per- 
haps may urge the excellence of the tranſla- 


to them ; but can any argument be thence 
drawn, that if it be faulty in numberleſs ma- 
terial places, it ought not to be amended ?— 
Surely not If, however, there ſhould be 
any one who doubts its imperfections, I would 
only defire him to Jook into the writings of 

any of our learned countrymen, who bave 
cither tranſlated or commented on particular 
parts of the original, and he will find them 
incidentally pointing out blemiſhes and errors 
in our common tranſlation without number. 
Or, if he is deſirous of receiving more. full 
conviction, 
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conviction, and with leſs trouble to himſelf, 
I would refer him to Dr. Kennicott's Re- 
% marks on ſelect Paſſages in the Old Teſta- 
« ment, and Profeſſor Symonds's Criti- 
* cal Obſervations on our preſent Verſion of 
_ © the Goſpels, and the Acts of the Apoſtles; ” 
books written for the expreſs purpoſe of ſhew- 
ing in what particulars thoſe parts of the En- 
gliſh Scriptures, on which they treat, are 
faulty. In the former of theſe writers, he will 
meet with inſtances of erroneous rendering 
in our Old Teſtament, fo numerous and ma- 
terial, as will aſtoniſh him ; in the latter, he 
will fee paſſages quoted from almoſt every 
page of the Evangeliſts and the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, which offend groſsly either againſt 
grammar, perſpicuity, or elegance. On a 
mere deficiency in this latter quality, as I 
hinted above, no great ſtreſs ſhould be laid, 
but ſurely it is not too faſtidious to require, 
that our Bible be freed from poſitive vulgar- 
iſms! To preclude futile cavils, it may not 
= 15 to have repeated this diſtinc- 

a. 

1 anticipate, and will therefore reply to a 
cenfure, which will probably be caſt on me 
by ſome, on account of the above reflections. 
"What can he mean, when he profeſles to 
write for the people at large, by troubling 
them 
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them with diſquiſitions of this kind ? Does 
he want to make them diſſatisfied with their 
Bible? Far be it from me! I want to make 
them better ſatisfied with it, by informing 


them, that much of the obſcurity, and all the 


blemiſhes which they may meet with in it, 


ariſe principally. from certain- diſadvantages 


are not chargeable on itſelf, but that they 


(the nature of which I ſhall unfold more fully 
in the ſequel) to which thoſe who turned it 
into Engliſh were ſubjected; and I would 


wiſh beſides to prepare their minds for the 
reception of a corrected tranſlation, which, 
ſooner or later, muſt be put forth; for ſurely 


what has been ſo often, ſo loudly, and ſo 
juſtly called for, cannot much —_— be called | 


for in vain. 


„. every one knows, that the 


Engliſh language is not that in which the 
Scripture was originally written ; every one 


knows (or if any do not, I beg now to inform 
them) that even the lateſt books of it were 
compoled long before the invention of print- 


ing, and that the only method of multiplying 
and diffuſing copies of it was by writing them 
with the hand; whence the copies ſo written 


were called Manuſcripts. This being the 


caſe, it is ſufficiently obvious that, either 


from careleſlneis or deſign, many variations in 


them 
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them would ariſe ; words, and even ſentences, 
would bealtered, tranſpoſed, omitted, inſerted ; 
whence it evidently follows, that the more of 
_ theſe copies, which we have to compare to- 
_ gether, the greater probability there is, that 
we ſhall arrive at the true original reading. 
The deviations from this will not be all in 
the ſame places; where one manuſcript is 
faulty, a ſecond or a third will be correct; 
and thus, with the aſſiſtance of ſkill and 
ſtudy, they will ſerve for the amending of 
each other. Now almoſt two centuries have 

elapſed, fince the tranſlation which we have 


in uſe at preſent was made, and within that 


| ſpace of time many original manuſcripts of the 
| Scriptures have been diſcovered. By theſe it 
appears, that the Hebrew original, from which 
our preſent Engliſh Scriptures were tranſlated, 
is corrupted in very many places, ſo that, if 
no other impediment had exiſted to a perfect 
tranſlation, and one adapted to the preſent 
generation, being made, this alone would have 


been inſuperable. But an Hebrew text, more 


exempt from errors, is by no means the only 
advantage which thoſe who ſhould undertake 
a tranſlation of the Scriptures-now would en- 
joy above thoſe at the beginning of the ſeven-_ 
teenth century. Several ancient verſions (that 
is, tranſlations into other languages), made in 

: a H „ 
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very early times, have been diſcovered or 
brought to Europe ſince that period, by which 
great light is thrown on many mutilated paſ- 
ſages in the original. Add to this alſo, that 
the Hebrew and Greek languages have been 
more cultivated and are better underſtood; and 
that numberleſs eminent ſcholars, in all the po- 

| liſhed nations of Chriſtendom, have exerciſed 
their talents, and ſpent their whole lives in cri- 

_ ticifing, explaining, tranſlating different parts 
of the ſacred writings, of whoſe labours thoſe 
who ſhall be employed to corre& our preſent 
tranſlation will doubtleſs avail. themſelves. 
There are beſides ſtill other reaſons, : which, 
even excluſively of thoſe already named, would 

make a reviſal of our Engliſh Scriptures highly 

T neceſſary. The alterations, which take place 
in any living language, in the courſe of two 
centuries, are uſually very conſiderable. This 
has been eminently the caſe with ours, during 
thoſe juſt elapſed. Many words in common 
uſe, when our tranſlation was made, are now 
quite obſolete ; others have totally changed 
their fignification. Many phraſes, then per- 
| haps not deemed inelegant, are now uſed by 

none but thoſe of the loweſt order, or only 
in particular parts of the kingdom, and by 
conſequence are to ſome ludicrous or diſguſt- 
ing. to others * All the above 
aſſertions 


e 
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aſſertions taken together, if true (and I am 


ſure they cannot be diſproved), form ſuch an 


accumulation of argument in favour of a re- 


viſal of our tranſlation, that the objections 
muſt be ſtrong indeed which can counterba- 
lance them. I will conclude, with briefly 
ſtating and replying to ſuch as Have come to 


my knowledge. 


T. It is contended by ſome, that the gene- 


ral excellence of the tranſlation being uni- 


verſally allowed, it is very unreaſonable to 


wiſh to alter 'it, on account of ſome few un- 
important defects. It is not meant to be de- 
nied, that the tranſlation, generally ſpeaking, 

is excellent; that the ſimplicity and ſublimityY 
of the original are, for the moſt part, admi- 
rably kept up; that the authors of it (con- 


ſidering the comparative diſadvantages under 


which they laboured) have ſurpaſſed what 


could have been expected from them ; but it 


is inſiſted (on the authority of the moſt emi- 
nent ſcriptural critics), that the defects in it 
are, notwithſtanding, neither few nor unimpor- 

unt; and therefore that its general excellence, 
however great, ought to be no protection of 
its partial blemiſhes. Surely a compromiſe 
may be agreed upon, between its general ad- 

mirers and particular cenſurers; let us not 


have a new, but a corrected tranſlation; let us 
H 2 care- 


(23 
earefully retain the beauties of the preſent, 
but let us liberally reject its imperfections. 


II. A ſecond ſet of objectors content them- 
ſelves with alledging, that the tranſlation was 
a good one at the time when it was made 
that it has anſwered all purpoſes to our fore- 
fathers, and therefore that it may very well 
do for their deſcendants. This is fo ſtrange 
an argument, that I do not think myſelf au- 
thorized in ſtating it, without bringing proof 
that it has been uſed, In an anonymous pam- 
phlet, publiſhed the year before laſt, called, 
* an Apology for the Liturgy and Clergy 

* of the Church of England,” written in the 
main very ſenſibly and judiciouſſy (except 

where the * author is warped by an exceſſive 
zeal for retaining whatever relates to the 

church preciſely in its preſent ſtate), an at- 


paying f cold 


„ The fame en weider, aller 


cott, thinks proper to add, © but let me haye leave to 
E ſay, it has not yet been ſeen, that religion or | 
« have been much the gainers by his collations,” = 
what has prevented it from being ſeen long ago? What 
and the vehemence with which they oppoſe every pro- 
annum F 
forth in is fil luſtre, 


ok 


compliment to the veracity and diligence of Dr. Kenni- 
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' tack is made on Profeſſor Symonds, for his 
Critical Obſervations, mentioned above; one 
part of which is as follows: Many of the 
* corrections with which his (Dr. Symonds's) 
% work abounds, may be fairly attributed to 
* his ignorance of the idioms of his native 
tongue, which were in common uſe in the 
* age when the preſent verſion was made. 
With equal propriety he might find fault 
** with Chaucer or Spencer, or any other of 
* dur old authors, becauſe they do not con- 


„ form themſelves to the mode of writing 


e peculiar to modern times.” What perverſe 
_ reaſoning is this! If 1 underſtand Dr. Sy- 
monds rightly, it is not his prime object to 

cenſure the paſſages which he corrects, as 
having been obſcure, ungrammatical, or vul- 


gar, at the time when they were written, but 


from the alterations, refinements, improve- 
ments, which cuſtom and the labour of ſe- 
veral ages have introduced into our language, 
as being deformed by ſome of theſe blemiſhes 
now, Are Chaucer and Spencer intelligible 
to the common people of this day? It is not 
neceſſary that they ſhould ; but will any one 
maintain the ſame with reſpe& to the Bible? 
It will not be ſuppoſed that I mean to put the 
Bible on a footing with theſe authors, i in point 


_ 
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of obſcurity, though, in replying to the ar- 
guments of a particular perſon, I am com 
pelled to appear to do it. | 

The tranſlators of 1611, do not ſeem either 
to have expected or defired that their verfion 
| ſhould ſerve for all poſterity. It is, I think, 
evident from their preface, that, though build- 
ing on the foundation of their predeceſſors, 
they flattered themſelves that they had ex- 
celled them, they yet never conceived that 
they had attained perfection. They thought 
it no imputation on thoſe who went before 
them, that coming into their labours, they 
endeavoured to improve upon them; it was 
their opinion that they ſhould have received 
the thanks of theſe earlier tranſlators, if they 
had been alive for ſuch endeavours: is it not 
then reaſonable to conclude, if the great work 
which they executed is ſuſceptible of further 
improvement (which themſelves could not now 
but confeſs), that fo far from conceiving the 
endeavour to make better what they had left 
good a reflection on them, they would eſteem 
thoſe who exerted it deſerving of their warmeſt 


gratitude? Suppoſing then their tranſlation 


to be much more perfect than it is; ſuppoſing 
it impoſſible that, at the time when it was 
written, it could have been excelled (which, 

however, 


1 
however, is not the caſe *); ſtill, when we 
conſider, that there are reaſons why it is worſe 
to us than it was to the generation for which 
it was made, and other reaſons why it is ca- 
pable of being better, moſt certainly its former 
excellence ought to be no bar againſt its pre- 
ſent amendment. 
III. It is objected, thirdly, to a correction 
of our Bible, that however much wanted it 
may be in appearance, the hazarding it is not 
expedient; that the people are ſo accuſtomed 
do ĩt in its preſent ſtate, that any change in it 
would unſettle and unhinge their faith ; and 
that though it ſhould be allowed, that great 
improvements might be made, yet it is better 


to keep it as it is, than to incur the danger of 


this evil conſequence. This panic implies, 
in my opinion, an unjuſtifiable diſtruſt of the 
_ =covidence of the Almighty, whoſe bleſſing 
may unqueſtionably be expected, without en- 
thuſiaſm, on any attempt to give mankind a 
more genuine repreſentation of his holy word. 
Neither is the notion that altering our Scrip- 
tures will be in any degree detrimental to re- 


For inſtance, ſome paſſages are rendered better by 
earlier tranſlators, and there is frequently a want of uni- 
formity in turning the ſame word in the original, when 
evidently uſed in the ſame ſenſe, and likewiſe | in giving us 
0 proper names. 


- Bikes 
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ligion, ſupported by experience. Within the 
ſeventy yeats immediately preceding the time 
when the tranſlation now in uſe was put 
forth, ſeveral different tranſlations had been 
made, and in their turns adopted; nor do-we 
read of any ill conſequences proceeding from 
it. The cauſes why an alteration is neceſſary, 
might be explained in a popular way to the 
people, by their miniſters ; and it might be 
left to the option of each congregation to 
| adopt the corrected verſion, or to retain that 
in uſe at preſent, until they ſhould be con- 
vinced of its comparative inferiority. Some 
doubtleſs would at firſt hold out, but there 
is little reaſon to think that their obſtinacy 
would be of any long continuance. 
IV. The laſt objection which I have heard 
to a correction of our tranſlation, is from thoſe 
who allow the neceſſity and expediency of it; 
but whenever they are preſſed with, why 
* ſhouldit not immediately be entered upon? 
diſappoint us with the previous queſtion, * is 
* this a proper time? which they fail not 
to defermine in. the negative. Why? Be- 
_ cauſe of the numbers and activity of the Diſ- 


= ſenters, as well in as out of the chur ch, who 


would be preſſing forward with, and zealouſſy 

obtruding, their particular ſentiments, by 

which it might happen, either that our Scrip- 
tures 


1 
tures would ſpeak Calviniſtical, Arian, So- 
cinian, or ſome other heretical language; or 
the clamours which would be raiſed by the 
ſectaries, would operate to the ſubverſion of 
our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment. I ſez no 
grounds for theſe fears: the work would of 
_ courſe be committed to the ſuperintendance 
of the heads of the church, and probably no 
ſmall part of it would be executed by them. 


Is it likely that they ſhould permit the Scrip- 


' tures to ſpeak differently in Engliſh from what 
they imagine them to do in the original? If 
| theſe reverend perſons ſhould be biaſſed any 
way, will they not naturally rather be biaſſed 
in favour of the religion of the church of 
England, than againſt it? As to the cla- 
mours which may be raiſed, the church muſt 
bear up againſt them as well as ſhe can; with 
the conſciouſneſs of having done right, and 
with ſo great a majority of the people on her 
ſide as ſhe has, I cannot think that they will 
do her any eſſential injury. But admitting 
that there were more juſt grounds for theſe 
fears, and allowing them their full force, is 
the time ever likely to arrive when they will 
be leſs alarming? Is it probable that the 
number of the Diſſenters will decreaſe, or 
their zeal become leſs active? On the con- 
trary, is not our ſtiffneſs in reſiſting this im- 
1 provement, 


Count of a danger problematical at leaſt, if 
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provement, for which I am pleading, and 
ſome others in our church, which might be 
named, more likely to augment than to leſſen 
both the quantity and the quality of diſſent ? 
Unqueſtionably it is; and therefore the con- 
ſtant cry of, it is not the time, whenever 
a correction of our Scriptures is propoſed, is 
preciſely equivalent to deciding that it never 
ſhall be undertaken at all. And thus, on ac- 


not altogether imaginary, notwithſtanding the 
numerous circumſtances, which concur, en- 
abling us to improve it, our Bible is to be 
handed down to the remoteſt poſterity, with 
all its imperfections on its head! I deny not 
(God forbid that I ſhould) that, even in its pre- 
ſent ſtate, it is ſufficient to make us wiſe unto 
ſalvation ; but I affert, that it abounds with 
blemiſhes, the removal of which would have 
a direct tendency, with the bleſſing of God, 


both to enlighten our faith, and to reform 
our profiles. 


— 


3 
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It is with much concern that I perceive the 
object aimed at in this Appendix apparently 
removed to a far greater diſtance than when 1 

took up my pen to write it. The cauſe of 

reformation has received a deadly wound from 


thoſe 
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thoſe who pretend to be its warmeſt friends. 


Their violence, their acrimony, their not diſ- 


cCountenancing (to ſpeak in the mildeſt terms) 
the ruinous machinations of deſperate and un- 
_ principled men, who contend under their ban- 
ners, their careleſſneſs as to all conſequences, 
when put in competition with the advance: 
ment of their favourite plans, have made to 
the body of the people the very name of re- 
formation ſuſpicious and hateful. If church 
and ſtate deſcend to poſterity, unamended by 


the preſent generation, theſe, 1 in my opinion, 


are the men to whom it is chicfly to be im- 


THE END. 


